into battle
to such a League as I have described. Nothing would make the
Anglo-Italian agreement a reality, so much as the friendly association
of all these countries in maintaining the peace of Central and
Southern Europe.
Now, that is a foreign policy which involves us in no commit-
ments more entangling than those which we have already taken,
and which gives us the possibilities should it be successful—and
one can but try—of substantial if not absolute security. There
is nothing visionary or sentimental about such a policy. It is
nothing more or less than common sense, and in addition it is
enshrined in that great structure of international law and unity
embodied in the League of Nations and the Covenant* This may
be a noble dream, but it is also a practical plan, and one which I
believe, if pursued with courage, comprehension and decision,
would rally a peaceful Europe around a strong Britain and France,
It is not even now too late to carry such a policy through to success*
Then when we have gathered these forces, and by united strength
removed the fear of war, then will be the time to deal with the
grievances of discontented nations, to get rid of the causes of hatred
and jealousy, as you will have removed the causes of fear. Then
will be the time to proceed to the culmination of the whole work,
namely, the broad general reduction of the hideous burden of
armaments, which if it continues to grow at its present rate can
only lead through bankruptcy to mutual destruction.
Before you reject this great hope with all its effort and its risk,
which I in no wise conceal, consider the alternative. There is
another foreign policy which you are urged to pursue. It is not to
worry about all these countries of Central Europe, not to trouble
yourself with preserving the Covenant of the League, to recognise
that all that is foolish and vain and can never be restored, and to
make a special pact of friendship with Nazi Germany. There is
no reason why we should not live in a friendly manner with
Germany. It is our duty to try to do so, little as we like her system
of government, deeply as we are revolted by the cruel racial and
religious persecution on which the flames of Nazi hatred feed them-
selves. Still, in making an international arrangement to preserve
the peace of the world, we could no more exclude Nazi Germany
than Soviet Russia. But when we are told we must make a special
pact with Nazi Germany, I want to know what that pact is going to
be, arid at whose expense it is to be made. Undoubtedly our
Government could make an agreement with Germany, All they
have to do is to give her back her former colonies, and such others
as she may desire; to muzzle the British press and platform by
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